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01-27-07: AT-Old Forge to Pen Mar Shuttle  - This was a moderately difficult shuttle hike through the southern most part of Michaux SF. I was joined by Blessed, The Mad Hatter, Treebeard, The Kid, BCKPKR, Cognac Jack, Roger and Dick. The Mapquest directions to Pen Mar were pretty clear. We left half of our cars there and in another 20 minutes we were at the Old Forge Picnic Area. After making use of the facilities and donning our gear we started our trek. The first o.5 miles brought us to the Antietam Shelter and a bridge over a creek by the same name. Shortly after that we began a 700 foot climb over about 1.5 miles which served as a good warm up. The next couple of miles was a relatively flat ridge walk, much of which seemed to be an old jeep road. After about 4 miles of hiking we began hearing the sounds of cars traveling along the road. We were never able to quite escape that sound again as the AT crossed one road after another and finally paralleled another as we entered Pen Mar County Park. The hike ended with a grand view of the valley below and many ridges to the north and west. Even with the heavy cloud cover we could pick out White Tail Ski Resort some 20 to 30 miles away. Total distance 6.8 miles. Total elevation gain 1400 feet. We were finished by 1:30. Not bad for a mid-winter's outing!
