M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure


Still Photos! 


02-12-05: This was a 10.4 mile strenuous loop in the Hazel Mountain Country of SNP, VA. The skies were clear and the air was crisp as Hard Core, Sixteen Penny, Gear Gal, Gear Gary, Tony – hikingupward.com – Van Vugt and I descended down Hazel Mt Forest Rd/Tr. In about a mile we stopped and peeled off the outer most layer of our clothing. We made great time as we crossed the headwaters of the Hazel River and climbed to Sam’s Ridge. I’ve seen a couple of write-ups about this loop and those particular writers didn’t think much of it. We can only say that they must have been focusing too much on the pain (over 2100 feet total elevation gain -500 feet of it in less than 0.25 miles - plus a grueling descent off of Sam’s Ridge) to notice the sweeping views to the north and east. Perhaps during the winter there is more to be seen through the trees. What ever the case, we found the pain to be worth the trek.
We stopped for lunch on the Hazel River, just west of the park boundary. The walk along the river was quite pleasant but the river crossings (5 of them) were all pretty challenging. After the fifth and final crossing was the extra-steep 500 foot ascent mentioned earlier. After that came 3 more roller coaster ascents adding even more to the difficulty.
We took in the views along the White Rocks Tr, inadvertently missing the unmarked spur to the rocks themselves, and arrived at the concrete post marking the spur trail down to the falls and cave we all came to see. We looked at each other knowing that the climb down and back up (150 feet straight down) would take its toll on our knees and butt muscles. We looked at each other, gave a nod, and down we went. Even though it wiped me out for the rest of the hike we all thoroughly enjoyed it. We’ll let the photos tell the story.
After we climbed back up to the ridge we descended along a very nice stretch of wide, clear and soft trail, cushioned with a well packed layer of sand and pine needles. We soon reached the original junction with the Hazel Mt Tr and all proceeded back to their vehicles at their own pace. I have to admit that my tank was empty at that point but if someone asked me to go out there with them I wouldn’t have to think twice about it! Eventually I joined the rest of the crew at the parking lot. We stopped at the Mountainside Market to rest and refuel before we started on the long journey home. It was a successful trip.
 

Go to Hazel Mountain Circuit for maps and details! 
