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02-18-06: Gambrill SP Loop - This was a Sierra Club outing lead by Tim Ryan. With the long Presidents' Day weekend I had an extra hiking day so I hooked up with Tim and a crew of 20. Since we had to park at an alternative site Tim rearranged the hike so that folks would have 2 options to bail out before the end of the hike. The weather was pretty blustery but a quick pace kept us warm. Even with the low ceiling we could see for a great distance at the vistas. It was particularly interesting to take in South Mountain (along which the AT traverses) and pick out different areas where I've hiked before. We could make out Crampton Gap (Gathland SP), Turner Gap (Reno Monument) and Washington Monument State Park. Each time we passed the cars a few folks would drop out. The last leg of the hike included a nice segment of the Catoctin Trail and even with the steep climb up to the cars provided a nice, woodsy finish to the hike. With all of the backtracking and additional mileage we covered almost 10 miles by 2:30. I came home and immediately proceeded to sift through the GPS data and put together a 7.9 mile circuit which is described in the above link. All in all it was a good day. It should be noted that the park seems to be coming increasingly popular with Mountain Bikers. Both sides are quite courteous and give right-of-way when appropriate.
