M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure


More Sierra Club Photos 

02-19-05: This was a scheduled moderate, 7 mile Sierra Club outing. Seven hikers met at the pre-determined Park and Ride in Columbia and 18 others met us at the trailhead. The starting temperature was around 27 degrees. The group was anxious to get moving so they could generate body heat. At about 10:07 we started down Collette Dr, passing an old relic of a trolley down in a wooded hollow. The asphalt road soon gave way to an old farm road. Everyone chatted as we walked by the remains of the barn and other out buildings. We soon found ourselves walking through a mature pine grove probably planted on an old pasture to prevent erosion either after the construction of nearby I-83 or after the DNR incorporated the land into Gundpowder Falls State Park.
 
We soon descended to the river and the main segments of the hike along Gunpowder South and North Trails. We arrived at Raven Rocks (It wasn’t frozen this year.) and had a nice lunch as we sat on the rocks along the small falls and basked in the sun.
 
After lunch we climbed a few mildly challenging hills, re-crossed the river at Falls Road and back-tracked to the Panther Branch and it’s barely discernable mill ruins. Apparently, heavy rains during the previous year totally rearranged this fragile stream washing out huge sections of bank here and creating a new sandbar a bit further downstream. One stream crossing that used to be about 10 feet wide is now about 4!
 
As we reached the end of the unofficial trail we climbed a steep rise to the familiar ball fields of Hereford High School and made the short road walk back to our cars. A hiker commented that the hike seemed shorter than 7 miles, especially since we were finishing before 1:30. When I got home I double checked the mileage with my GPS data and the mileage is as close to what is posted here: 6.8 miles. I don’t think you can get much closer to 7 miles than that. I guess we just had a fast group this day!
 
Go to Gunpowder East for more details about this hike.
