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More Photos 

02-21-05: This was a President’s Day scouting trip. On countless occasions I recall sitting on the White Rocks in GWNF (see White Rocks Circuit*) looking east towards Massanutten Mountain and wondering what kind of hiking was to be had on that most easterly ridge of the Great North Mountain overlooking the Shenandoah Valley called Little North Mountain, especially the area between Fetzer Gap to the North and Sheffer Gap to the South that is right in front of the White Rocks viewing platform. On the western side of the ridge was a trough forming a small valley the maps call Tea Mountain Hollow. Obviously the low-lying westerly ridge must be Tea Mountain. I could find no references of a circuit on that ridge anywhere. The Ranger told me that there were no parking spots at the top of Fetzer’s Gap. The PATC “F” map showed an old woods road running up Tea Mountain Hollow that started at Rt600 but stopped 0.8 miles short of the draw that the Tuscarora Trail passed through on its way to the ridge line of Little North Mountain. If we could park on Rt600 and force our way through the brush in the draw to the Big Blue we could complete a loop using 0.9 miles of Rt600 to close it. 

There was a severe winter storm threatening the area but it never materialized so The Coca Cola Kid, Hardcore and The Mad Hatter met me in Columbia for a 7:30 start. It was a 2 hour and 45 minute drive to the trailhead but the GPS unit put us right on the mark so no time was spent driving up and down forest roads looking for an un-named trailhead. We were in the woods before 10:30 walking, quickly at first, a very average, abandoned woods road that followed a small, but quaint, stream up the hollow. The further in we got the more blow-downs we had to climb over, scoot under or walk around. Just as the F map stated, right at 2 miles, the road stopped. By this time the stream had taken to occasionally hiding under a rock scree. (This scree is an important landmark for this outing. If you keep it to your right you will always walk right into the Tuscarora Trail at some point along the upper draw of the hollow. If you go too far to the right (west) of it you may walk past the portion of the Big Blue that cuts across the draw. You will still hit the Big Blue but will have to add some more distance and elevation change to the trip.) As the briers, brush and blow-downs got thicker we intentionally drifted further to the left (east), walking under the shadow of the hill that goes up to the Little North Mountain ridge. The woods were more open here. I checked the GPS unit to make sure we were maintaining a course that would lead us to the Big Blue, one way or another. I kept the rock scree in site and never got up on the hill. Eventually we came across two small Sphagnum Peat Bogs with springs bubbling out of them. I’ve seen Sphagnum bogs before but not in GWNF. Don and I had thought that Tuscarora Trail backpackers might use the Hollow for camping if there was a water source and were only mildly surprised when we walked right onto a faint but somewhat maintained footpath on the other side of the bogs. We covered the next 0.3 miles rapidly as the trail weaved back and forth across the draw until we finally stepped on to a well-worn trail with blue blazes painted on what seemed to be every other tree. We found the Tuscarora Trail just like we were supposed to. 

We turned left onto the Big Blue and in 15 minutes were on the ridge overlooking the Shenandoah Valley with all of Massanutten Mt in front of us. We crawled up on a rock outcrop and took in the view through the haze as we recovered from the bushwhacking ordeal. The next 2.5 miles has to be some of the most scenic trail I’ve ever had the fortune to walk on. If you weren’t immediately exposed to a view it was a small matter of climbing up on a rock to obtain one. From one pine covered knob you could see the entire north section of Massanutten Mountain. To the north you can clearly see Signal Knob and the top of Meneka Peak. To the south you can discern New Market Gap and points beyond. At one point the spine of the ridge was to our left (West). We climbed up on it to witness some pretty good westerly views of Paddy, Tea and the Great North Mountains with White Rocks a little to the left. We were looking back at the spot that put the notion of this hike into my head.

A word of caution here: The Big Blue has a reputation of being very rocky, hilly and unkind to one’s feet. This segment was pretty much within the general character of the rest of the trail. There was some stretches that were grassy or covered in leaf mulch that made for some pretty fast walking. When we reached Rt600 we turned left down the road and enjoyed a pleasant cool down period as we walked back to the cars. We were finished and heading home by 2:30.

Go to Little North Mountain Loop for more details. 

