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02-25-06: Kelly's Run/Pinnacle Overlook - This was a scheduled Sierra Club outing. I was joined by 14 other hikers ... oh, and Sam the Wonder Dog (SWD). Of special note was a fellow hiker from the Lancaster Hiking Club, Keith Miles, who was raised in an old PPL company town near the Holtwood Dam. He provided us with a wealth of knowledge that most folks that hike the HRA would never know. The existence of the company town alone was new to me and I had always thought that the old asphalt road that is part of Kelly's Run Tr was just a maintenance road. In fact, it was once a main route to Philadelphia and crossed the Susquehanna via bridges and ferries that no longer exist. Then there are the old foundations  on Kelly's Run which I thought were old mills. Keith informed us that they were actually hotels for the travelers of the above road. It seemed like everywhere we turned Keith had something new to share with us. Keith is now a member of M.R.Hyker Hall of Fame. (Somehow Raymond - perhaps his sense of humor - has also made it.)
The hike was exceptional. Despite what the weatherman had predicted the day was sunny and relatively warm. By the time we had reached the Pinnacle most of us had stashed our coats (except when we stopped for breaks). We couldn't quite get out onto the precipice where we normally take our lunch. We had to share the spot with a rock climbing team that was busily setting up their rigs.
The hike up Kelly's Run was as I remembered it, beautiful, with one exception. Most of the Hemlocks that once shaded the gorge are now dead, victims of the Wooly Adelgid, and more light than what I remember when I first hiked this circuit with Jack Weiss of the Greater Baltimore Sierra Club a mere nine years ago penetrates the once dense canopy.
