M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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More Photos 

02-26-05: This was a 7 mile moderate scouting trip in the north section of the Green Ridge State Forest, MD. I was joined by Hardcore, Sixteen Penny and Teddy Bear. We all met at the Rt 32/ I-70 park and ride and drove to the trailhead in Teddy’s car. He drives a 4X4 and we didn’t know the conditions of the forest roads so he volunteered to drive. This was supposed to be about an 8 mile hike but I missed the first two pullovers as we drove north on Fifteen Mile Creek Rd. I recognized a single lane bridge as a landmark on the map so we started the hike there.

As the rest of the group prepared for our jaunt I grabbed my maps and began looking for Pine Lick Trail. I knew the trail intersected the driveway for primitive campsite #1 (GRSF has about 100 such sites, all numbered.) but was having problems locating it. I went back to our vehicle and grabbed my gear and the crew and headed back down the driveway. My trusty GPS said we were right on top of it but I couldn’t see it. Then Hardcore found them … very obscure, rough, light beige diamonds that very much resembled the patches of lichen on the trees. We scanned the north side of the driveway and quickly found the continuation of the trail. This was going to be fun!!! Light beige blazes varying in size from 2X2 to 8X8 inches with a background of white snow! We proceeded north and narrowly accomplished what proved to be the only harrowing experience of the day … walking a 6 inch wide trail that hugged the hillside with 3 inches of snow hiding its path as we looked 30-50 feet down at the creek below us. I’m sure, without the snow, we would be able to more greatly appreciate the Hemlock grove we were walking through. Once we descended to the creek, some on our butts, the rest of the hike was a pleasant wintry romp in the woods. We quickly found the footbridge across the creek, crossed it and were soon heading up Pine Lick, crossing it several times as we proceeded north. Most were not difficult. After the last crossing, we stopped at a well constructed shelter for a break.

We soon resumed our trek, leaving the valley and proceeding across a series of ridges and hollows along the way. We stopped briefly to visit the Twin Oaks one room schoolhouse and its view of the Pennsylvania mountains. The rest of the hike was a series of ups and downs, walking through mature hardwood forest, pine groves and a clear cut area really struggling to recover. We managed to kick up a grouse and a flock of 6 very large gobblers. We got relatively close to them before we all scared the bajeezies out of each other! 

We took a forest road that was probably used to haul the lumber in to construct the shelter as a short-cut to one last break there. We made it back to Fifteen Mile Creek Road in record time. Following the tracks we had made earlier in the day was a lot easier than trying to pick up the beige blazes on the trees. We had long ago decided that taking our initial leg back to the cars that was probably a lot slushier and more dangerous now would be hazardous to our health and opted to take the road back. Even though we kicked between 3 and 5 inches of snow the entire day we were back at Teddy’s Vue by 2:30, successfully completely yet one more adventure.

 

Go to Green Ridge North Circuit for more info.

