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03-10-07: Iron Horse Trail - We had never hiked this one until this weekend. I had heard several things about the loop, some good and some bad, so I decided to lead a scouting trip and find out for myself. I was joined by Shortstack, Treebeard, Cognac Jack, The Mad Hatter, Debbie, Charles, Mollie, Dottie, Nina and Todd. There was still a little bit of snow on the ground but the trail was generally pretty negotiable especially when compared to our exploits of 2 weeks ago. We average 2.6 miles/hour over the nearly 10 mile loop. Although there were no scenic vistas the streams along the east section of the trail were pretty. The visit to the Eby Cemetery near the turn around point was a nice addition. The oldest headstone we found dated back to 1858. Most of the cardio-vascular workout came on the west section of the trail as a couple of steep but short climbs were required to circumnavigate some in holdings. There were a couple of short sections that were too close to PA Route 274 and one of those sections was overgrown with thorns. Other than that I thought it was a pretty pleasant walk in the woods. I should also note that, although I do neither, sections of this trail would be quite suitable for snow shoeing and/or cross country skiing.
