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More Photos 


03-12-05: This was a scouting trip for next week’s 9 mile scheduled shuttle hike on the AT in SNP. I was joined by Sixteen Penny. Initially I had thought that we would do 3 short out and backs but after studying the  map thought that we would learn more by doing a longer trek from the southern terminus of the hike, the Pinnacle Picnic Area, and Mary’s Rock, climbing over the Pinnacle twice in the process. The total mileage would be about 7.4 miles.

When we started the sky was blue with fluffy white clouds. We crossed below Jewell Gap Overlook and started our climb up the Pinnacle. The upper portion was steep, winding around several rock outcrops as we ascended. We also encountered some snow at the upper elevations. At the top we had great views of the Shenandoah Valley and Massanutten Mountain further west. We could see threatening clouds moving towards us.

We continued on, descending along the sag and taking a break at Byrds Nest #3. We stopped at other overlooks as we slowly climbed to the spur trail leading to Mary’s Rock. When we arrived we were greeted with an outstanding 270 degree view encompassing the west, south and east directions. After enduring the high winds and dark clouds we descended slightly to a large rock that was out of the wind and took a final break before retracing our steps back to the car, enjoying southerly views as we walked the ridge line.

As I said earlier, this was a scouting trip for a longer shuttle hike. The views, terrain changes and challenges are enough to make this an outing by its own right. Visit Pinnacle Picnic Area to Mary's Rock Out and back for more information.

