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03-24-2007- Shawl Gap/Sherman Gap Loop: It threatened to rain all day and the vistas were obviously going to be socked in. Still seven of us showed up to do this hike. I was joined by Shortstack, Pooh Bear (New Trail Name!), Clark Kent, Cognac Jack, The Mad Hatter and T.O.M. (New Trail Name - The Other Mike). The recent warming trend removed the last traces of snow from the mountain during the week. A persistent effort by all made short work of the initial climb to the eastern ridge of Massanutten Mt. During this segment we passed a couple of groups of scouts. It seems they were holding a jamboree. There were scouts all over the place. Once we started our southerly ridge walk we finally found some solitude. We took a couple of short breaks along the rollercoaster part of the hike before stopping for lunch at the junction of the Sherman Gap Tr.
Since the Shenandoah valley was pretty socked in we opted to bypass the out and back to the "Point" vista and began our descent. Spring is truly here. Clark spotted a few Bluets growing out from under the rocks and Shortstack and Pooh were finding some good examples of fungi growing on fallen trees. One was a new variety for us and it will be added to the Flora and Fauna Link of this site. It's a bright orange polypore named Pycnoporous cinnabarinus. We also found some nice colonies of False Turkey Tail (another polypore).
Bott's Tr served as the final one mile leg of the trek and a nice cool down after all of the elevation changes. We were back at the vehicles by 3:00.
