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04-05-06: Long Mountain Loop w/Bushwhack- This is the second year in a row that Tony from Hiking Upward and I have gotten together on the first Wednesday of April to explore a new trail and share our knowledge. This time we were going to do a loop that involved a bushwhack up and over Long Mountain. Before I go any further I'd like to thank Jim Tomlin and Catherine Kelleher for scouting the bushwhack last year and sharing the GPS data with us.
The weather was cool and blustery but with no real threat of precipitation. The climb up Long Mountain Tr was brisk to say the least. On the way up a flock of turkeys crossed the trail but they were too fast for either of us to get a shot of them.
The bushwhack was pretty straight forward although slow. The track we had loaded onto our Garmins laid right on top of Catherine's data. We had a partial view of Mill Mt and Big Schloss from Dog Rock but it was too windy to linger up there. After some poking around we were able to find our way around to the leeward (and sunny) side of the rock outcrop where we took a quick lunch break. We eventually made it down to Trout Run Road, right across from the Halfmoon Trailhead. Neither of us had hiked this lower segment before. It was a wide, grassy woods road. Any time lost on the bushwhack was made up here. In no time we found ourselves on a familiar trail, the Bucktail connector, and "smelling the barn". Despite the fact that we were probably only going 1 mph during the first part of the bushwhack we still had  an overall average speed of 2.2 mph. We must have really been "bringing home the bacon" over the last couple of miles!
