M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
[image: image1.jpg]



04-14-07 - Fowler Hollow SP, Tuscarora State Forest, PA: This was an impromptu scouting trip. I had laid out a near figure-8 loop starting at the SP. The primary goal was to hike through a small virgin Hemlock Forest that I've been wanting to visit. I was joined by Hardcore, The Mad Hatter, Dimitri and Masha. The first 4 miles or so went as planned and we were making pretty good time. Then we came to a four-way trail junction. The problem is there was supposed to be a fifth trail, a short and steep climb up to Hemlock Road. We hiked up and down a one mile segment for about an hour. It just wasn't there. We spent a lot of extra time and energy looking for it. After agreeing that it no longer existed I decided we would try and out-and-back  on the Tuscarora Tr (This was supposed to be a mostly downhill return segment of the original loop.) to the virgin Hemlocks, do a short loop through that section of forest and then return to the four-way trail junction and finish the main loop. Well, as occasionally happens, the trail was a bit longer, steeper and rockier than expected. We made it to the edge of the Virgin Hemlocks but the time and oncoming bad weather caused us to abort the exploration of that area. After retracing our steps along the Tuscarora we completed the rest of the hike as planned. There were no more serious climbs for the last 4 miles. Maria spotted a porcupine just as Don and Betty walked by it. We must have startled it since it was locked in a defensive posture. We took some photos and continued on.

We had to pass through a recent clear-cut area that offered good views of Rising Mountain to the north and Amberson Ridge to the south but I think I would much rather look at the dense oak forest that was here not too long ago. The deer exclosure fence that lined the road on either side gave the whole landscape a sense of being in a war zone of some kind. This soon passed as we turned off onto the Fowler Hollow Tr and began following the stream of the same name. This last scenic 0.75 miles helped overcome the other difficulties experienced during this trek. Maps, directions and trail notes of the main 6 mile loop will be posted soon.
