M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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April 16th – 18th: Scheduled car camping trip at Seneca Shadows w/hike along North Fork Mountain, MNF, WV. You couldn’t ask for a better weekend to launch the 2005 car camping/backpacking/hiking season! The daytime temps were in the 60s and 70s without a cloud in the sky. I was joined by Janet, John, Mary, Greg, Dave, Don and Debbie. After setting up camp on Saturday some of us climbed up to the top of Seneca Rocks to get a taste of what the morrow would bring.

 

We woke up Sunday to a light layer of frost on everything but by 8:00 you could feel the warm air moving in. We arranged the car shuttle, drove down to Smoke Hole Road and began hiking by 9:20. 
The climb up to the ridge line along Redman Run Tr was a strain as always but the pain was lessened considerably by the low humidity and still low temperatures. By the time we reached the top, however, the layers started coming off. Our average hiking speed was 2.5 mph but the overall duration of the outing was long as we made it a point to visit almost every vista along our route.

Everyone was impressed with how far one could see. We even got a clear view of the easterly ranges as far as North Mt. It seems that when we weren’t experiencing views of the North Fork Valley and Allegheny Front (I could even pick out Haystack Knob back in Long Run Valley!) we were getting glimpses of Petersburg in the valley to the north.

We made Chimney Top our primary break spot and lingered in the warmth of the sun like so many turtles basking on a warm rock. We proceeded down the mountain at an increased pace, letting gravity do its thing, briefly visiting the final two vistas as we traveled along. By 3:20 we were recovering the other cars. Some of us were thinking about the trip home, others were thinking about Hot Roast Beef Sandwiches, Mash Potatoes and Gravy at the 4-U and all reflected on the day’s outing. 

 

For more info on this hike go to North Fork Mountain Shuttle.

