M. R. Hyker’s latest Adventure
 
04-23-05: This was a scheduled 12.5 mile shuttle hike in the Shenandoah National Park, VA starting at Fishers Gap and ending at the Pinnacles Picnic Area. I was joined by the Coca Cola Kid and Rodney D. We had placed my car at the picnic area by 10:00. On the way to Fishers Gap we stopped to help Laura, a young Canadian who was doing a 7 day backpack on the AT with seven of her classmates for a school project. She and two of her friends had to abort the outing with two days to go because of blisters. We drove her down to Milam Gap so she could retrieve her van. Finally, at a little after 11:00 we found ourselves walking north on the AT
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The views all along the route were incredible. After we descended from Hawksbill (Highest peak in the SNP at 4050 feet) we ran into four young ladies backpacking south. I immediately assumed they were the rest of Laura’s party and we struck up a conversation. After about 10 minutes we parted company, they heading for Rock Spring Cabin and we to Betty’s Rock.
 
Once again we were greeted with astounding views. Shortly after we returned to the AT we heard the sound of thunder behind us. We turned to see a black cloud rapidly coming over Hawksbill. The kid had his wet weather gear on at the onset of the hike. Rodney and I dropped our packs and began pulling out ours. Then over  a matter of minutes a momentous occasion occurred. The rain came down hard without warning, nearby lightning crashed, the Kid shouted “Black Bear” at the top of his lungs, pelting, stinging sleet hitting us hard, bear running off before I could grab my Kodak digital and all we could do was watch the bear, finish putting on our gear and turn our backs to the storm until it passed. In five minutes it was all over. The bear was gone, a white ground fog was rising above the fallen sleet, the sun was out and the temperature had easily dropped 10 degrees in that little time. We high-fived in honor of our first bear sighting of the year. (It was the kid’s and Rodney’s first ever.), shrugged our shoulders and continued the hike.
 
The hike through Skyland and up to the summit of Big Stony Man seemed pretty effortless. Again we had great views but by now a heavy ceiling of clouds had formed overhead “compressing” the views in front of us. Astounding!
 
We descended rapidly to the Stony Man parking area. There we assisted a father and his four lovely daughters who were trying to make it to Skyland and their car with the least amount of effort. I showed them on their PATC map how to take the Passamaquoddy Trail back avoiding a lot of the steep climb over Big Stony Man in the process. The last 2 miles were a bit tedious as we came close to hitting the proverbial wall but we made it back to my car around 6:00 in good spirits but not much gas left in our tanks.
 
The entire day was fantastic but I will not soon forget those three intense minutes in the middle of the trip when everything seemed to happen all at once.
 
For more info on this hike go to Fishers Gap-Pinnacle Picnic Area Shuttle.
