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Hiking the Great North Mountain

07-02-05: This was a scheduled Sierra Club/WVHC outing. Being a holiday weekend we were expecting a very small turnout. Surprisingly there were seven of us that wanted to take advantage of the sudden moderation in the weather conditions. I was joined by Debra, Cave Man, Clark Kent, The Mad Hatter, Cognac Jack and Everybody Loves Raymond (a recent Long Island transplant).

We arrived at the trailhead on Waites Run Road at 10:30. The sky was blue, temps were in the mid-70s (never to go above 85) and the humidity was low. This was a combination of two hikes: Pond Run/ Racer Camp Hollow and the White Rocks Loop. We connected the two, removing the Racer Camp Hollow Trail from both loops. I knew the original hike was about 10 miles long. We weren’t sure how much the modification would add.
It had been several years since I’ve hiked up Pond Run. I remember it being a difficult climb near the top and that hadn’t changed a bit. We were all ready for a break when we reached the top. We were all amazed to find new boardwalks covering seeps that had previously made this area difficult to negotiate. Also added were white blazes marking a short route to a pretty nice view of Halfmoon Lookout, Long Mountain and the northern end of Trout Run Valley. I’m pretty sure this wasn’t here in 2000 when I last hiked this trail.

After a short break we continued on the Tuscarora Trail to the White Rocks vista. The view and breeze were quite pleasant although there was a persistent haze over the valley. We had a late lunch there and retraced our steps to the main trail. The descent down to the cars using the Old Mail Trail as the main route was pretty rapid. The total distance for this new hike was 11.6 miles. 
