September 4th, 2004: Kennedy Peak/Massanutten Mountain: This was a scheduled 10.4 mile circuit hike with the Sierra Club. I was joined by Ellen, Deborah, Joy, Jill, Don, Bill and Kevin. Four of us met at the usual place in Columbia, MD. Don and Jill met us at Front Royal and Kevin and Joy met us at the trailhead. We drove under overcast skies for the whole trip so the chance of getting good views at the top of Kennedy Peak appeared slim. 
Looking at SNP from Kennedy Peak. The long break in the center of the ridge is the drainage for Jeremy's Run. 


More Photos! 

  

We started hiking around 10:45. Before long we could see the shadows of the trees on the trail as the clouds slowly burned off. This was the second time in a month that I had hiked this circuit. (See ……. With Don2.) I was hampered by a “tweaked”  knee that I injured nearly a month before then. This time I was fully healed. Even though my last excursion to this part of Massanutten Mountain was so recent I still found Stephen’s Trail to be quite enjoyable. There are some rocky parts but the majority of it is a well maintained rolling footpath that weaves in and out of several coves before switch-backing steeply up to its junction with the Massanutten Trail. We took a 10 minute break before the ascent so that everyone would be able to make it to the top without suffering too much. The views were great! A bit hazier than the previous trip but a lot better than what would be seen if the clouds hadn’t cleared out. We took it all in for about 20 minutes. Met a mountain biker and a large crew of very extreme trail runners before we continued on our way. The descent back to the cars was brisk and uneventful. Everyone seemed happy that the hill walking was mostly done for the day. We passed several neat views of the valleys and ridges around us along the way. We were back at the cars by 3:15 … fifteen minutes faster than the scouting trip. I guess we really had our butts moving on this one!
For more info on this hike go to the Kennedy Peak Loop page. 
