M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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09-30 to 10-1-07 (Maps and trail notes to follow): Five of us car camped at the Little Pine SP this past weekend. It's a very nice campground. Most of the sites with electric hookups were full of RVs. The spur without hookups (51 through 58) are more suited to tent camping. I was joined by Hard Core, the Mad Hatter, Doc and Johnny Tundra (Previously known as Cognac Jack).

On the first day we did a 6 mile hike starting at camp. The Mid-State Tr runs right through it. During the initial steep climb we passed 3 small slate quarries. Once on the ridge we passed several interesting wind sculpted sandstone rock outcrops. We descended along Love Run then climbed up to a nice vista at yet another quarry. The initial descent was through a maze of yet more wind sculptures before arriving at the lake. We were going to walk the road back to camp but Betty noticed a fisherman's trail around the drawn down lake (Work was being done on the spillway.) so we walked around the lake back to camp. 
The next day we drove about 20 minutes to the Golden Eagle Trailhead. The weather was perfect. We did the loop clockwise, visiting the 3 lesser vistas first and saving the tough climb to the panoramic view from the Raven's Horn for last. The streams were as dry as a bone but the vistas made up for it. Somehow we passed Wolf Rocks. Don't know how we managed to do that. Afterwards we drove to the Manor Inn for dinner. I've never had a more tender pork shank in my entire life.
