  M.R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure  
 Oct. 2, 2004: Dolly Sods North/ 10.8 mile circuit/MNF, WV/Potomac Ranger District: This was a scouting trip for an upcoming WVHC/Sierra Club outing. I was initially joined by Hard Core, Rodney D, M.I.A. and then J.J. for the first 3 miles or so.


More Photos! 

A couple of us car camped at Seneca Shadows the night before, two of us were spending time in a rather posh cabin W/Jacuzzi and I think J.J. spent the night at a friend’s place. We all hooked up at the Bear Rocks trailhead around 9:00 A.M. on Saturday and were ready to hike by 9:30. We headed down FR75 for about 100 yards and turned hard right onto the Bear Rocks trail. The weather threatened us all day but luckily the bad stuff was limited to some light sprinkles in the middle of the day. 
I think we all suffered from jesticular droppage (AKA jaw dropping) for the entire trip as the scenes changed from open heath bogs, to deciduous forest, to open meadows with Quaking Aspen and Red Spruce to Rocky Tundra and back again. Even with the heavy cloud cover, the majority of the hike presented us with miles of sweeping views. 
J.J. took us as far as a great camp site nestled in the bowels of a dense Red Spruce grove and then bid us farewell as he returned to the road for a previously planned rendezvous with a photographer friend. He got us through the hardest part of the trip.  
We continued west on Raven Ridge Trail and then turned south on Cabin Mt. North Trail. We visited the rocky ridge and looked east to view much of what we had just hiked. The wind and light rain prevented us from “hanging out” so we continued southward over Rocky Knob. On a clear day this offers great views of Canaan Valley and Mountain. Today the view was socked in so we pushed southward. I had a dead end trail marked on my map and J.J. had also informed me about it but we mistakenly took it any way. It was actually a good thing since we ran into three backpackers who had wandered off the right trail and were trying to reach Raven Ridge. They were unknowingly about to assault Rocky Knob from the rear. We took them back to the main trail and sent them on their way. 
Soon after that we turned eastward, first on the Harmon trail and finally Dobbin Grade. In route to the final crossing of Red Creek we passed two hikers and shared the usual greetings. After crossing the creek we climbed up to a grassy ridge and looked back toward Cabin Mountain. What views!!! 
As we descended back down to Dobbin Grade we met the same two hikers, Mark and Francesca Green from Reisterstown, MD. They had hiked in from Red Creek campground and were looking for a different route back. I knew that the next trail out to FR75 would place them way above the campground so we adsorbed them into our crew and took them back to our cars. Rodney and M.I.A. returned them to their camp while Hard Core and I rendezvoused with her daughter and her boy friend for dinner at where else … the 4-U. Despite the weather it turned out to be a great day. I usually don’t like to repeat a hike after just doing it but I can’t wait to take more folks up there next weekend to check out this outstanding place. 
More info on this hike! 

