M.R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure  
 
10-16-04: This was a scheduled Sierra Club event co-lead by Jim Tomlin of the PATC. Right off the bat I’d like to thank Jim for sharing his time and expertise with us. As a result of his involvement in this outing I hope to adsorb all of this hike into a 25 mile backpacking experience next spring.


More Photos! 

Jim and I were joined by the Mad Hatter, Rodney D., M.I.A., Shutter Bug, Keith, Ted (AKA Legs), Water Bug and, as always, Sam the wonder Dog. We dropped off vehicles at the Wolf Gap Campground and started hiking the Long Mt Trail by 11:00. We were right on schedule. This would give us about 8 hours of daylight to complete what I initially thought would be a 12.5 mile trek. (Jim had thought it was closer to 13.5 and upon later study I came up with 13.3 miles. Regardless, we still had plenty of time.)

Even though Trout Run was running low the crossing at the beginning of the hike proved tricky. Some of us were able to rock hop, others switched footwear and the rest of us “just did it”! As we neared the junction of the old Cat Whip Furnace trail the first episode of rain started. From that point in time until we picked up our cars at the end of the hike the weather constantly changed. In the course of 7 hours we experienced rain, sunshine, sleet (YES, SLEET!!!!) and 50 mph winds. We stopped several times to “rotate our wardrobe”.

A little more than 3 miles into the hike we had some real fun … traversing a 350 yard rock field. Wet leaves and rocks added to the difficulty. We just slowed down as we crossed, making sure our ankles survived the ordeal. Once on the other side we made good time. We stopped for lunch at a clearing that lies in the shadow of Ben’s Ridge. I hope to make this a campsite for next year’s backpacking trip. As we passed the turn-off for Trout Pond we climbed up Devil’s Hole Mountain to a gravel service road. It was a quick 2 mile walk down the road to the Tibbet Knob trail,  listening to the wind howling around us as we proceeded.

The trail out to Tibbet Knob was quite rocky but then that’s what makes these things knobs! The view was awesome: Long Mt to the left, Halfmoon lookout in the distance in front of us, Mill Mt with Big Schloss to the right and all of Trout Run Valley below us. The high winds had blown out most of the clouds but also made it difficult to stay too long. After a very brief break we shifted into 4 wheel drive and climbed down the front of the summit. Luckily this only has to be done for about 100 yards before reaching a more suitable path.

We were now on the last leg of the trip and had plenty of daylight left with only 1.5 miles to go. We sauntered along, each at his/her own pace, and enjoyed occasional views of Big Schloss and Little Sluice as we descended to our waiting cars. By the time we got back to the Long Mt Trailhead to retrieve the other vehicles more dark clouds and a pelting, chilly rain had moved into the area. Perfect timing!

For more details on this hike go to Long Mountain/Tibbet Knob Shuttle 

