M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure

Oct. 30, 2004: This was a scheduled Sierra Club Outing -13.3 miles in the north section of SNP utilizing the AT, Bluff and Marshall Mt. Trails.


More Photos! 

Don Ni (Shutterbug) Photos! 

I was joined by the regulars, Coca-cola Kid, Rodney D., Shutter Bug, Sixteen Penny and Maxwell Smart. Also along for the trek were Nina, Todd, Ron and Pat. We got a late start because I left out a very important line in the directions to the trailhead. Still we were on our way by 11:30. The weather was more like that for an early summer day, partially cloudy, high 70s – 80, 30% chance of P.M. thunder storms.

The initial climb was steep but relatively short. The climbs up the back of both North and South Marshall Mountains were nice grades and barely noticeable to the experienced hikers. We took a nice break at North Marshall and a very brief one at South Marshall. The fog that had filled all of the valleys earlier had burned off giving us pleasant, although a little hazy, views. 

We reached Gravel Spring Hut, our lunch spot by 2:00. By 2:30 the entire party was itching to hit the trail again. We still had 7 miles to go but from here the tread was mostly good and, after the first mile, relatively flat or downhill for a while. At the junction with Marshall Mt. Trail (3.5 miles to go) we split the group up with Maxwell leading the faster folks back to the car.

After the last stream crossing the trail turns into a woods road and steadily climbs up the side of a mountain to Jenkins Gap. Usually the return segment of this hike is a bit boring but in October the yellow hues accentuated by the reds and oranges of the Maples are outstanding. With the thinning foliage we had partial views of “The Peak”, a lone mountain in the middle of the valley. One day I hope to lead a group up there.

By 5:15 the first group was back at the cars. In fifteen more minutes I arrived with the rest of the crew. Even the “slow ones” had managed to complete this 13.3 mile trek w/breaks in 5 hours. That’s more than 1 hour and 30 minutes faster than recommended in the SNP trail guide. 
For more details on this hike go to Appalachian Trail-Bluff Trail Loop 

