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11-03 to 07-2007 – Big Schloss, GWNF, VA/WV: As most of you know I’m strictly a 3-season backpacker. Still I try to extend the season as long as possible and I usually choose something relatively close to home and shorter than the usual summer hike. This year we did Big Schloss as an over-nighter. I was joined by Hardcore, Shortstack, TreebeardIM, Ted E. Bear, Skywalker, Rocky, Good Golly Miss Molly, Everybody Loves Ramon, The Koyote Kid and Jack and Jill. Richard started with us but had a deteriorating cold. After two miles he decided (probably wisely) to pack it in and returned to his car. 
I have hiked this 12 mile route several times before and chose it to be the first backpack of my life back on April 3/4, 2004. The climb up the Little Stony Run Trail was substantially easier now than the first time. I think losing about 10 pounds of pack weight and lighter clothing had a lot to do with it. We took an extended break at the Sugar Knob Cabin before completing the final segment of the 1500 foot elevation gain. We pretty much coasted into camp by 3:00. Although Sandstone Spring was not flowing over the trail as usual we found plenty of water at the springhead some 150 yards back in the woods behind a hidden campsite that, until now, I wasn’t aware of. We set up camp and tried to hold off from cooking our dinner. The entire forest was under a fire band so there would be no camp fire. We ate and hung the bear bag and chatted in the glow of Treebeard’s mini-candle lantern for a bit. I and others were in the rack by 7:00 while the rest managed to stay up a little beyond 8:00. 
With the changing of the time overnight we were up and about by 6:15 the next morning. We quickly ate and broke camp, getting on the trail before 8:30. A brisk hike soon found us at a nice un-named vista. We checked it out and then continued on to the Big Schloss Connector Trail. Here we dropped our packs and did the out-and-back hike to Big Schloss without our heavy packs. Even though the skies were overcast the views and fall colors were still pretty impressive. After taking it all in we returned to our packs and quickly finished the 2.5 mile descent back to our cars. We finished up about 11:45, plenty of time to make it home to watch the 2 unbeaten NFL teams have at it.
