M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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11-04 to 05-06: Rocky Knob-Quarry Gap – This was the last backpacking trip of the season. I wanted to do a short over-nighter that would be suitable for beginners yet provide a little workout and some scenery. This one proved to be the ticket. I was joined by Hard Core, Chardonnay, Ted E. Bear, Tiny Dancer, Leena (and Sam the Wonder Dog), Short Stack, Joe, Tree Beard, Dr. Ruth and Anne-Marie who drove all the way from Ontario to hike with us.
Since we were only doing about 7.5 miles each day we intentionally decided on a later than usual start time. We were on the trail by 11:00. It was the beginning of hunting season so most of us were wearing some blaze orange (including Sam). The first day was incredibly easy. The first mile or so was mostly along an old woods road. This was followed by a scenic walk around Long Pine Run Reservoir. At about the halfway point of the first day there was one short rocky area followed by a steep but short climb. Then it was back to walking on old woods road as we followed the Rocky Knob Tr to the AT and then the latter to the Birch Run Shelter for our camp. The shelter was already occupied so we grabbed a nearby campsite that was closer to the run. I had initially calculated a longer distance and thought we would get there by 4:30. We were an hour early. We set up cam, collected water and began foraging for wood for a big campfire. (Weather predictions were for temps in the high 20s!) This must be a very popular campsite because we had to search far afield to accumulate enough wood for our needs.  While we were going on about our chores a group of about 16 scouts came in and took a secluded campsite slightly removed from the rest of us. Then a smaller group of scouts drifted in and set up camp behind the shelter. Finally as darkness descended upon us a young couple arrived. With nowhere else to go they settled in on the fringe of our site. What a busy neighborhood! 
After we all ate and got a good fire going we played that exciting game: Who can stay up until 9:00. I was one of the first to go at 8:30 but I do not think the rest were far behind me. The cool temps drove everyone into the comfort of their sleeping bags.

The next morning Tree Beard woke up early and rekindled the fire with little effort. One by one the rest of us arose an warmed ourselves by the fire as we fixed breakfast. We broke camp and set off on the return leg of our trek – a 7 mile trek along the AT. The hike had a little more to offer than I thought it would have, especially since the leaves were off the trees. We passed through some nice pine groves, descended into a hollow and then made the only really steep climb of the trip. Once “on top” we were mostly ridge walking with partial views of other ridges to the west and south. At one point I thought we could see Chambersburg.

We took a break just short of the junction with the Hassock Run Trail. I knew that there was no way to get lost between there and the Quarry Gap Shelter so let the faster hikers go with instructions to meet us just below the shelter where the trail flattened out.

