July 5th, 2004/ Nicholson Hollow/Corbin Hollow: 10 mile strenuous scouting hike. 

More Photos! 

I called for volunteers but, I guess because of the holiday, only the Mad Hatter committed. He had hiked in this area years ago but agreed to accompany me so that I could evaluate the loop as a possible Sierra Club outing. 
We started hiking at 9:40, crossing two creeks at the very onset of the outing. The first four miles were very pleasant. The Hughes River is one of the most scenic in the SNP with several wading pools between Rt 600 and Corbin Cabin. There are 2 short climbs along the first four miles. 
We took a long break at the cabin before we gave our body functions a real test … a 1000 foot increase in elevation in one mile as we climbed up Indian Run Trail. We set a pace of 1 mile/hour to reach the top, not wanting to burn out so early in the hike. We did just that and quickly proceeded down to the junction of Corbin Mountain Trail. The sound of thunder was rolling in from the west. Too late now. We were already soaked from perspiration. A heavy rain would probably feel good.  
As we hit the Corbin Hollow Trail the rain started, slowly at first, barely breaking through the thick canopy. With about 2.5 miles to go the skies really opened up. I stowed my camera and did what any other hot and tired hiker would do. I took off my cap. Damned that felt good. 
We were soon on Weakley Hollow Fire Road. Already soaked, we maintained a good but not fever-pitched pace back to the car. We were out of the woods by 3:10, soaked but in one piece and not too beat up. We changed into what dry close we had and headed back home. A confession here: I think I’m becoming addicted to Starbuck’s Frapachinos! 
PS: This hike will definitely be on my schedule in the future. 
Nicholson Hollow/Corbin Hollow Directions and Trail Notes: 
