
Trail Notes for Hogback Mountain – Knob Mountain Loop 

 

Description: The Elkwallow/Matthew's Arm area probably has the largest 

trail system than any other area in the North District of Shenandoah 

National Park. Using Hogback Mountain as the focal point one can create an 

infinite number of permutations ranging from 5.1 miles to 13.0 miles (even 

more if you are backpacking. Routes of approximately 30 miles can be made 

by adding either the Neighbor Mt/Jeremy's Run Loop , Knob 

Mountain/Jeremy's Run Loop, Little Devil's Staircase, Piney Ridge - Piney 

Branch,  Piney Ridge - Thornton River Loop or others with very little 

backtracking.) and elevation gains of from 800 to 2570 feet. The most 

scenic hikes involve hiking the AT north from the Hogback Overlook parking 

area to the Keyser Run Fire Road. All of the best views are had in the first 

1.5 miles regardless of which hike you do. We describe the longest and most 

strenuous circuit here with enough information to assist you in doing 3 

other shorter hikes. 

Google Maps Custom Driving Directions 

The hike starts in south end of the large parking lot just south of the 

Hogback Mountain Overlook (mile marker 21) and on the west side of 

Skyline Drive. 

Trail Notes: We will describe 4 hikes: Loop A - a 5.1 mile loop with 800 ft 

Elevation Gain, Loop B -a 6.61 mile loop with 1000 ft Elevation Gain, Loop C 

-a 10.3 mile loop with 1600 ft Elevation Gain and Loop D, a 13.o mile loop 

with 2600 ft Elevation Gain. 
  
From the south end of the parking lot turn left (northbound) on the AT and 

soon cross Skyline Drive. In 0.18 miles reach the first vista. In another 0.16 

miles pass the junction with the Sugarloaf Tr on the right. (This is your 

return route if doing the Loop A.) and soon cross Skyline Drive. The first 

couple of steps are along a service road that leads to a communications 

tower but you will quickly turn right onto a footpath following the white 

blazes. In 0.45 miles arrive at a great westward view. You can see 

Thompson Hollow and Matthew's Arm to the left and the area known as 

Brown Town straight ahead and the Marshall Mountains to the right. 
  
Continue northbound on the AT (actual compass reading is east at this 

point.). Descend from Hogback Mt via a set of switchbacks and in 0.85 miles 

from the last vista arrive at the next vista. As you descend you can catch 

glimpses of South Marshall Mountain and the odd shaped "Peak". Soon 

arrive at the last vista. In another 0.33 miles turn right onto the Keyser Fire 

Road spur, cross Skyline Drive and walk through a parking area to pick up 

the yellow blazed fire road. 
In 1.04 miles arrive at what is known as "Fourway". The blue blazed Little 

Devil Stairs Tr comes in from the left. The blue blazed Pole Bridge Link Tr is 

on the right. Turn right onto it. In 0.58 miles arrive at the junction with 

Sugarloaf Tr. If doing Loop A turn right here and climb back up to the AT. In 

1.4 miles turn left onto the AT and follow it back to your car.  
  



To do one of the longer loops continue on the Pole Bridge Link Tr to the 

junction with the blue blazed Piney Branch Tr. Turn right and soon cross 

Piney Branch. Begin a long gradual climb and in 1.41 miles from the last 

trail junction cross a grassy surveyor's road and reach the junction with the 

AT. To complete Loop B turn right (northbound) here and climb 1.1 miles 

back to your car passing the Tuscarora Tr on the left near the end. 
  
To do one of the two remaining loops turn left (southbound) on the AT. 

Soon you will join a grassy service road that comes in from the right. In a 

short distance arrive at a spur trail on the left that leads to the Range View 

Cabin (locked and rentable through the PATC) and a spring. This is a good 

place for lunch if the Cabin is not in use. After lunch you can either retrace 

your steps and turn left on the AT or follow the service in front of the cabin 

to the trail post for the Piney Ridge Tr. Turn right here and in a few steps 

turn left onto the AT (a footpath at this point). In 0.70 miles cross Skyline 

Drive and soon come to the junction of the blue blazed Elkwallow Tr.  
  
To complete Loop C turn right onto and follow it for 2.0 miles to the 

Entrance Station for the Matthew's Arm Campground. Cross the road to a 

parking area for the amphitheater and take the blue blazed Traces Tr. In 

0.51 miles the Traces Tr will go to the left. Turn right here and in a short 

distance turn right onto the Tuscarora/Overall Falls Tr and climb for 0.70 

miles to the AT. Turn left onto the AT and in 0.37 miles arrive back at your 

car. 
  
If completing Loop D do not turn right onto Elkwallow Tr. Rather stay 

straight (southbound) on the AT. In 0.26 miles pass a spur trail on the left 

that leads to the Elkwallow Picnic Area. In another 0.11 miles pass a piped 

spring, also on the left. Shortly after that the AT will make a hard left turn. 

Continue straight, now on the blue blazed Jeremys Run Tr. In 0.73 miles 

turn right onto the blue blazed Knob Mt Cutoff Tr. Cross Jeremys Run and 

climb for 0.68 miles to yellow blazed Knob Mt Tr. Turn right and follow it to 

its northern terminus in 1.76 miles.  
  
Turn right onto a gravel/asphalt service road. (A water treatment plant is 

across the road and to the left.) Soon pass Heiskell Hollow Tr on the left. In 

0.57 miles arrive at the Entrance Station for Matthews Arm Campground to 

your right. Cross the road to a parking lot for the amphitheater and take the 

blue blazed Traces Tr. In 0.51 miles the Traces Tr will go to the left. Turn 

right here and in a short distance turn right onto the Tuscarora/Overall Falls 

Tr and climb for 0.70 miles to the AT. Turn left onto the AT and in 0.37 miles 

arrive back at your car. 

 

 


