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02-04-07 - Gunpowder West Circuit: I guess you could say this was our first snow hike. While the ground was barren in Columbia there was light dusting of dry, powdery snow at the park. It wasn't enough to make things treacherous, just enough to make parts of the hike look like a winter wonderland. I was joined by Cognac Jack, Treebeard, Judy, Liz, Miss "NO E", Indiana Moser, Everybody Loves Raymond, Kate, the Joker and Tenley. Because of the cold weather (21 degrees at the start) we stepped off promptly at 9:00, assuming that others that were to meet us there had cancelled. Once in the woods and out of the wind the coldness went away. We maintained a brisk pace throughout and took little standing breaks at tops of hills, trail junctions, road crossings, etc. We took about a 15 minute lunch break along the most scenic stretch of the river. It seems that everyone was putting their packs back on at the same time. It was too cold to sit on those rocks any longer. From that point on the longest break may have been maybe 2 minutes in duration. We were back at the cars by a little after 1:00. Good-byes were brief due to the weather. We all piled back into our vehicles and headed our separate ways. Overall it was a pretty nice winter hike!
