M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
[image: image1.jpg]



02/24/07 - Cat Rock-Bob's Hill-Cunningham Falls Loop: This was rescheduled from the previous week as the result of a severe ice storm that struck the region. I was joined by Treebeard, Diane, Roger, Tenley and Kate. We had thought that a couple of days in the 50s would have gotten rid of most of the ice on the trails. We were wrong. The initial scenic stroll along Hunting Creek turned out to be a road walk as the icy, steep banks forced us up onto Rt77. We crossed the frozen Cat Rock parking lot and proceed up the hill. The trail was covered with thick ice but we were still able to get relatively good traction so we proceeded on. The sky was truly azure without a hint of a haze. From Cat Rock it seemed we could see all the way back to Baltimore. Looking south it was easy to pick out the silhouette of Sugarloaf  Mountain. The ridge walk to Bob's Hill with its equally clear views was quick and easy. After lunch we backtracked to the junction of Bob's Hill Tr and the Catoctin Mt Tr with hopes of completing the entire 11 mile circuit. Once we began our descent things deteriorated rather quickly. The trail constantly sloped downhill and it was covered in impenetrable ice. Five out of six of us just could not stay upright without the aid of trees and saplings to grab hold of as we repeatedly slid off of the trail. (I'm convinced that Treebeard had some magic stickum potion on the soles of his boots. He hardly slipped at all!) For about a mile some of us resorted to sledding on our butts. This ended up being a good maneuver since we were constantly coming in contact with Mother Earth anyway. Once Catoctin Hollow Road came into site we abandoned the trail and bushwhacked out to it. To a person we were never so happy to see a piece of asphalt in our entire lives. No one had to say it but the rest of the loop was going to have to wait for another day ... one with better trail conditions. After catching our collective breaths we completed the hike by following the road back to the Visitor Center.
