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03-04-06: Greenbrier SP - This was a scouting trip. I have driven by the signs for this venue numerous times going to and coming from western MD and West Virginia. I never new there was a significant trail network there until I purchased a map from the DNR. Although the primary loop is only about 4 miles one can generate about 7 miles by zig-zagging in and out of a small valley. I called for volunteers to join me and I was surprised to be joined by 12 other individuals who wanted to do something different. There was Hard Core, Mad Hatter, BCKPCKR, 16 Penny, Yo Adrienne, John and June McCauley, Babs, Meg, Les, Chuck and Dave. The drive from the park and ride took less than an hour. 10:15 found us walking across a dam to the Big Red Trailhead. The sky was a deep, clear blue with only a few quickly passing fluffy clouds. From the dam we had a great view of the lake to the south and of Annapolis Rock on South Mountain to the north. We quickly ducked into the woods, thankful  to get out of the stiff, cold wind.
The hike was was pleasant but somewhat pedestrian. There was only one short climb capable of raising one's heart rate on the entire trek. Early on we found an old dump. Being an antique collector, Dave is fond of these places. He quickly uncovered a rusty can of Iron City Beer w/pull tab.
To create a decent amount of mileage we added the Snelling and Rock Oak Fire Trails to the circuit. We lunched where the two are joined together by a short spur trail. After lunch we followed the Rock Oak Fire Tr out of the valley where we re-joined the Big Red Tr and then added the Camp Loop Tr to extend the outing even further. The hike along the lake was nice even though, especially as we crossed the main dam, the wind was in our face. From there it was an easy walk back to the cars.
