M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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04-09-06: Stony Man-Nicholson Hollow - The weatherman was predicting rain all day but still I and 6 other daring (or mildly crazy) folks showed up to do this 12 mile hike. I was joined by Gear Girl and Gear Gary (Hadn't seen them in a while.), Cognac Jack, Chardonnay, The Mad Hatter and Vicky. Vicky is an experienced hiker but new to our group. We started hiking around 11:00. The hike up to the Stony Man Summit was not all that bad but the trip was somewhat fruitless. As we expected, the vista was totally socked in. We descended and continued northward along the AT. Right when we needed a map checking session the rain became a little more constant. Thank goodness these modern maps are water resistant. We climbed up onto Skyline Drive a tad early but soon found ourselves on tract and heading down Nicholson Hollow. It appeared that there had been a fire here as several of the Gypsy Moth-destroyed oaks were severely blacked. We made good time and soon found ourselves munching on our lunch on the porch of Corbin Cabin.
By the time we were ready to move on the rain had stopped but the dampness lingered. We climbed up the dreaded Indian Run Trail, some faster than others, and continued on pushing on to get a view of something that was not dependent on the weather ... the #1 Falls of White Oak Canyon. The recent rain had "juiced" the falls just enough to make the extra 3 miles and 1000 feet of elevation gain worth it. While we were taking a break Gear Gary stumbled upon an interesting fungus. I'm sure it's a jelly mold but we've yet to identify it specifically.
We finished off the hike by taking the White Oak Canyon Trail up to Skyline Drive and then following a small segment of the AT back to the cars. I've never hiked along the upper part of White Oak Canyon before. It is no where near as grand as the main falls but is still a pretty stream, nonetheless. We were all tired, wet and probably a bit chilled but glad we could get together and enjoy this outing.
