M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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05-11-06: Orange Grove Loop - It was a great day in the middle of the week. Scott Adams, a co-worker and Webmaster for PAhikes.com was in town on company business and wanted to do some after work hiking. We were crunched for time so it had to be some place close to work. I've long neglected publishing hikes in the Patapsco Valley State Park and now seemed like a good time to begin collecting data on it.
I checked out of work early and went home to collect my gear and a map and met Scott at 3 o'clock. He followed me to the trailhead and by 4:00 we were on the trail. We hiked up the scenic Cascade Falls Tr to the Morning Choice Trail. From there we proceeded east. From that point on the serenity of the woods was constantly being interrupted by several pods of mountain bikers. I've never seen so many, especially on a mid-week afternoon. We tried not to let them bother us but for the rest of the trek we constantly kept our eyes and ears open for them.
Our original plan was to do a 7 mile figure 8 loop but we missed a turn and ended up following the south fork of the Morning Choice trail almost to its end. After realizing our error we retraced our steps to the correct trail junction and proceeded on. We figured we would skip the smallest lobe of the "8" and leave the Rockburn Tr Loop for another day.

We skirted the Belmont Research Conference center where we spotted several deer grazing in the meadow and a pretty ancient grave yard. It was a relief to reach the Valley View Tr which is a narrow sidehill foot trail open to hikers only. For 0.75 miles we would have the woods to ourselves. We reached the Ridge trail just in time to confront 2 more pods of bikers. We  reached the cascade falls in another 30 minutes and then retraced our original steps back to our cars. I'd like to say it was a nice hike ... and it probably was for a spur of the moment thing ... but I must say those bikers sure did effect the hiking dynamic. Neither Scott or I could totally relax. I hope the next time he visits MD we can plan a trip sans mountain bikers.
