M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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06-12 to 14-06: Allegheny Front Trail - West Loop – Ever since Hardcore and Ted E. Bear joined me last year to hike the east loop of this trail I’ve been chaffing at the bit to get back to central PA to explore the western half. This time Ted and I were joined by Indiana Moser, Ellen, Chardonnay and Leo. Hardcore couldn’t make it. Patsquach, my co-leader, and Simply Red from Pittsburgh met us at the trailhead. We were hiking down the Shingle Mill Tr by 12:00. Once again we had great weather with daytime temps in the 70s and nighttime temps in the high 40s. Except for the climb up out of the Black Moshannon Creek drainage we maintained a good pace ….  perhaps too good as we missed the turn that would take us to the Red Mo and the first night’s camp. We didn’t realize our mistake until we were almost upon I-81. We backtracked a bit and Pat plunged into the woods and found the trail. After relocating the trail I walked back to the junction we had missed and blocked the wrong trail with logs and built a small cairn on the correct one. We descended to the creek with red-stained rocks (from iron deposits resulting from acid that leached out of old coal mines) and proceeded to the camp that Pat had scouted out for us. It was a pretty nice place. We found ourselves encapsulated by Rhododendron and Hemlocks with a dense carpet of needles as a mat. We set up our tents and bear line, collected wood and prepared our dinner. We sat about the fire for a while and chatted as we watched Pat and Reds consume large quantities of Hot Dogs, complete with Chili sauce and raw onions. I think we were all in bed by 10:00 knowing that we were going to be hiking around 12 miles the next day. 
