M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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06-17-06: Falls Ridge – North Mt Loop, VA - The last time The Mad Hatter and I hiked this was in April/2003. It was a rainy day and the mountain was totally socked in. Today it was sunny w/o hardly a cloud in the sky. This time we had a couple of nice vistas although the summer haze has already started to settle in. We were joined by “Everybody Loves Raymond, Stacy (NO E!), Helen, Chardonnay and Pat.

With temps already in the high 80s by the time we started the hike, the initial assault to the ridge top took a lot of effort. Once there, however, it was an easy walk for several miles. The North Mountain Tr was literally lined with Fly Poison (in the Lily family) in its prime.  To avoid some of the steep and sunny pipeline swath we used a gravel road mentioned here. Its bank was full of Gray Beardtounge (a flower in the Snapdragon Family). The descent along the pipeline swath was hard on the ankles since a lot of it is lose dirt and stone but once we made it to the bottom it was smooth sailng. We couldn't wait to get on the Fat Mt Tr to regain a feeling of 'woodsieness' you lose on the pipeline and fire roads. We were back to our cars in no time.
