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07-08-06: Slaughter Fire Road/Pocosin Hollow Loop - I have been searching for a challenging hike in the SNP that wouldn't be over run with other hikers/sight seers while at the same time still provide some of the beauty that is synonymous with the Blue Ridge. I think this is it.
I was joined by Skywalker, "Everybody Loves Raymond", Stacy (no E), Jennifer, Indiana Moser, Dave and Jamie. We got a bit of a late start but were still heading down the trail by 11:30. This was a totally new hike for me so I informed everyone before hand that I was not sure of the trail conditions on the lower part of the hike. We descended down Slaughter Fire Road at a pretty rapid pace. I temporarily took the wrong split in the trail about halfway down. Fortunately others in the group spoke up and informed me that the blazes were to our left. We arrived at the Conway River in pretty good time. We took lunch here while some played in the water.
In another 1/3 of a mile we forded the river and proceeded down RT667, gazing up at the top of the ridge which we would eventually have to climb back up to. So far everything was better than I expected. We followed the signs along a private road that directed us to the Pocosin Hollow Trail. The 2400 foot climb up wasn't nowhere near as hard as I thought it would be. The tread was a mixture of steep but short climbs on foot paths as we joined nearly flat or gradually rising woods roads. As we completed most of the hard stuff some still had the energy to visit the Upper Pocosin Mission ruins.
The PATC cabin was occupied so we had to bypass the only vista on the trip. The last 2 miles along the AT was a good "cool down lap" even though parts of it nearly touched Skyline Drive. As we reached the junction of the Lewis Mountain Campground spur we were greeted by a Black Bear. He was pretty reluctant to move off, probably waiting for the campers to retire for the night so he could dine but he caused us no threat. We were back at the cars by 6:00. The only other humans we encountered were 2 casual "walkers" visiting the Mission and the occupants of the cabin. I think we found our solitude!
