M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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07-28 and 30-06:  Trimble Mt Loop and Wild Oak National Recreation Tr/North River Gorge Loop - This was a car camping trip to the Todd Lake area of Dry River RD of the GWNF. I was joined by The Mad Hatter, Mary and Cognac Jack. We had pretty nice weather with the exception of a one hour shower after the main event on Saturday.
The Hatter, Jack and myself got to camp early , set up camp and started off on a warm-up hike around Trimble Mt just as Mary arrived. We welcomed her to camp and continued on our way. It was a brisk paced little hike up one side of the mountain to a nice vista followed by an even steeper descent. We were back at camp in about 2 hours, sitting under the canopy and drinking refreshments and cooking our dinners. Todd Lake campground is very nice with a recently constructed bath house. This weekend, unfortunately, we had some pretty noisy neighbors. Things quieted down around 10:00 and we all turned in for the night.
The next day we were up and out of the campground before 9:00 A.M. It only took us about 10 minutes to reach the trailhead for the main event: a 9 mile hike along the Wild Oak National Recreation Tr and North River Gorge.
We made quick work of the forest road walk and found the "decommissioned" segment of the Bear Draft Tr right where I left it last year during a scouting trip. Initially we had some blow-downs to climb over but before we knew it we were walking on a wide and grassy jeep trail. The first mile of the hike along the WONRT was a fairly flat, rapid paced affair. Then we had to make the gradual climb and steep descent off of a knob. The saddle between it and the next lower knob was full of ripe Blueberries. Needless to say, the pace slowed considerably. After a couple nice views of the surrounding ridges we descended to the North River and enjoyed a pleasant lunch break soaking in its cool pools. The next 4 miles was a relaxing stroll through the gorge. There were approximately 8 stream crossings and I think by the end all had wet feet. 
That night 3 of us went to the Buckhorn Inn for some fine cuisine before calling it a night. (It was to be another noisy one.) We arose the next day and broke camp early. Jack and I stumbled across another down home eatery on the way out - T-bone Tooters. We had breakfast and studied their menu. We'll definitely have to make it back here another time!
