M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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08-06-05: We had to cancel a scheduled car camping trip and hastily arranged a day hike on Massanutten Mt. I was joined by the Mad Hatter. The trek was to be a very strenuous 12 miler, connecting the east and west ridges with the Jawbone Gap and Creek Gap trails. We started on the west side first, heading north. I named this loop after a very energetic PATC trail builder, Wil Kohlbrenner, who besides writing trail guides for the Massanutten Mt and the Great North Mountain and performing the constant task of trail maintenance, constructed several miles of trail in GWNF. Wil passed away in April, 2005. I met the man briefly last year at the top of Long Mt on the Great North. We just had time for a handshake back then. The first 4 miles of today’s trek were Wil’s. The route was rocky and full of challenging, short ups and downs as Wil’s trail went first along the top and then around the sides of the ridge. Then the entire process repeated itself … several times. Views were to be had of both the eastern ridge of the mountain and the western Shenandoah Valley. In four miles we reached the highlight of the day and climbed to the top of a rocky precipice for a grand view of the valley to the east including Duncan Knob and Kennedy Peak and the Knob to our west.

We got a short reprieve from the rocky ridge walking as we descended first on a footpath and then a series of woods roads. We reached Crisman Hollow Road and crossed over to the Gap Creek trail and began a long slog up to the Scothorn Gap Trail. After a short breather we proceeded along this trail. Although it is composed of a series of small hills the trail was mostly soft and sandy and a pleasure to our feet.
As we reached the junction with the last segment of the Massanutten Trail the sound of thunder could be heard from the south. We had about 3.3 miles to go. It didn’t look like we were going to make it out dry. With about 2 miles to go the skies opened up on us. We had no choice but to continue our hike as lightning struck all around us. The biggest challenge of the trek came with one mile to go and the rain still coming down in buckets. In front of us was a trail that scaled the mountain with an elevation gain of 800 feet in about 0.6 miles. I’ve hiked some steep trails before but this one tops them all. Mad Hatter started up first and I followed. I had to stop several times during the climb but eventually made it to the top. As we walked along a relatively flat and smooth trail I could tell that the views from the edge would be fantastic on a clear day. We made it back to the car by 6:00 (Mad hatter’s exact prediction), stored our wet gear in the trunk and headed back to Baltimore. This is one hike I will not soon forget.
