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08 - 22 - 06: White Rock Gap - Torry Ridge Loop - Janet and I took a 4 day vacation on the Blue Ridge and stayed at a cabin just off of the Parkway. Today was a wonderful day weather-wise and a great chance to do this hike which has been on my to-hike list since about 2000. The hardest part was climbing out of the canyon carved out by White Rock Creek, Although it was pretty, the focal point of the canyon, a 30 foot waterfall was almost totally dry. Still, at the top one is rewarded by a nice view north and south across the valley.
The hike on the Slacks and Torry Ridge trails was pretty flat and effortless except for a few rocky areas. 2 nice vistas were enjoyed along this segment. On the descent to Sherando Lake there was yet another vista at a large flat rock that provided a view of the Lake and surrounding ridges. The park trails and White Rock Gap Tr provided an easy return leg back to the truck with nice views of the lower lake but an even better view of the smaller but more tranquil upper lake. I'm definitely bringing a group back here to camp next year while the falls are still flowing well!
