M.R.Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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09-16 to 18 – 06: Dolly Sods Circumnavigation – We’ve been hiking in the Dolly Sods Wilderness for quite some time and over the past two years have explored the wonders of Dolly Sods North (DSN). I’ve always wanted to circumnavigate the entire area and on this weekend we accomplished the feat.

I was joined by Indiana Moser, Caveman, Pathfinder, Judge N. Amy, Short Stack, Cognac Jack and Rodney D. The cloud ceiling was low on the first day but only an occasional light mist interfered with otherwise pleasant hiking conditions. We covered a little over 9 miles as we traversed Bear Rocks Tr, Raven Ridge Tr, Rocky Ridge Tr and, finally, Big Stonecoal Tr before making camp at the junction of Dunkenbarger Tr. By the time we were finished eating the clouds had dissipated and the threat of bad weather disappeared for the rest of the trip.

On Sunday morning we ate breakfast and broke down camp but left our packs there as we made a quick foray to the Lion’s Head off of Rocky point Tr. We couldn’t have picked a better morning. The sky was nearly perfectly blue, the Mountain Ash berries were brilliant red and the Red Creek valley floor was blanketed in an impermeable ground fog. It doesn’t get any better than this.

We returned to camp and recovered our gear. From there we followed the Dunkenbarger and Little Stonecoal trails to our first ford of Red Creek. We stopped there for a prolonged lunch as some took a dip in the cold water while others lay about in the shade.

From there we proceeded up Red Creek Tr. The next ford was not as challenging as the first but that climb up to the final railroad grade took its toll on all of us. Still we made good time with the last hikers making “the Forks” by 5:30. We had this entire incredible place to ourselves. We set up camp and collected firewood. Tonight would be much chillier without cloud cover. Not only was the sky clear but there was no moon. It was the perfect night for stargazing. The Milky Way was clearly visible.

The final morning greeted us with crisp temperatures. The Caveman managed to restart the fire for us as we huddled around it, preparing our last formal meal of the trip. By the time the sun had fully risen the temperature began to climb. The only hard part of today would be the final climb up what was left of the Red Creek Tr to Blackbird Knob Tr. From there the hike was pretty effortless. We hooked up with the Upper Red Creek Tr and the Dobbin Grade Tr to complete our loop. Along the way we ran into swarms of Monarch, Viceroy and Eastern Comma butterflies and more Blue Berries than our group could eat. We were back at the cars by noon. We casually changed our clothes and headed directly to the Dairy Queen in Petersburg for some nice greasy burgers and shakes!

