M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure 
11-06-04: This was a scheduled Sierra club outing. We would do a 10.3 mile circuit in the SNP utilizing the Nicholson Hollow, Indian Run, and Corbin Hollow Trails as well as the Old Rag Fire Road. There were several outings scheduled out of the Baltimore area on this day so we had a small turnout. That’s OK with me. As long as I have at least one person to hike with me I’m always game.


More Photos! 

I was joined by Gwen and Keith. We drove to the Old Rag parking area and began our trek a little before 11:00. The lot was full. Hopefully the majority of the folks would be saying “Excuse me” a hundred times as they passed each other to and from the top of Old Rag. 

The weather was crisp and clear without a cloud in the sky. Most of the leaves were gone but some of the Tulip Poplars were holding on to there golden foliage. The streams were a bit higher then when I scouted it with the Mad Hatter back in the summer. We had to rock hop on huge boulders at every crossing. We made good time through the entire hike, stopping at a nice swimming hole and Corbin Cabin on the way. A group of about 12 girl scouts and their leaders had rented the cabin for the night. 

After a brief lunch break we attacked the steep climb up Indian Run Trail. I had warned Gwen and Keith but they seemed a bit doubtful of the severity of this elevation change. I have climbed at this rate before but not for so long. In one mile we had gained 1000 feet. At the crest of the hill we could see the back of Robertson Mountain through the naked trees. It took us 50 minutes to complete this small segment. That really wasn’t too bad considering it took the Mad Hatter and myself 10 additional minutes in the summer and I think we were a bit more beat up when we reached the top. From there we made great time as the remainder of the trip was mostly down hill with a few rolling hills thrown in to break the monotony.
Shortly after we came out of the woods onto the forest road (the final 1.5 leg of the trek) a large 10 point buck crossed in front of us. As he grazed along the hillside looking for acorns I pulled out my trusty digital camera and snapped off a couple of shots. The best one is posted on the attached Sierra Club link. We reached the parking lot at around 4:30. We cleaned up, changed our footwear and headed back to civilization.
For more details on this hike go to Nicholson Hollow/Corbin Hollow Circuit 

