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11-11-06: White Clay Creek SP, DE – I review this trek with mixed emotions. I was hoping to find something different for myself and my fellow hikers. Don’t get me wrong. White Clay is a nice little park but there are several things about it that I don’t care for. First and foremost is its flatness. Parts of the creek are quite scenic, especially in the PA section but there is very little change in the topography. Secondly there is a lack of the feeling of solitude. It seems that no sooner do you start to feel like you are in the woods you have to cross a road. Finally, the main hiking page of the park website made no mention that parts of the Twin Valley Trail are closed to hikers during hunting season and this is perhaps the woodsiest part of the park! I later found out from a ranger that the trail closure is mentioned on the hunting link of the site (but not the hiking link. Go figure!). We didn’t find this out until we were well into the hike and elected to do a pretty scary though short road walk to jump around the closed portion of the trail. The trail closure also cut our planned 10 mile outing down to 8.5 miles.

Still Winnie, Short Stack, The Mad Hatter, Mary, Bradley, Joyce, Dick, Stella, Ping, Hungry Ted, Tom and myself had a good time. I just wished we had access to all of the trails and that there were some more challenging sections.

