M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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11-24-06: Tuscarora Tr – Cowans Gap State Park – This hike was actually supposed to be a fall color hike but was rained out. We rescheduled it as a “Day after Turkey Day Calorie Burner”. I was joined by Stacy (NO E), the Mad Hatter, the Dancin’ Austrian, 16 Penny. Cognac Jack and Ted E. Bear. The weather was quite cooperative with blue skies and the high temps in the low 50s. We were beginning the major assault of Tuscarora Mt by 10:00 OK and arrived at the grassy jeep road before 11:00. From there it was a pleasant stroll out to the main overlook. Upon our arrival we were greeted by a couple who had driven up. We chatted with them and then a couple of Forest Rangers who had also driven up. They told us about a new trail in the valley called the Lincoln Tr that partially parallels the ridge walk we had just completed and eventually leads into the park. Since I didn’t have it on my map we decided to save that adventure for another day.
We retraced our steps to the Geyer Tr and descended to Augwick Creek and followed it to the central park road. We then climbed an old service road to the ridge line of Cowan Mt for even more views. The steep climb and descent on the Horseshoe Tr near the was made slightly easier than our August scouting trip by the now chilly temperature. Once we hit the “bottoms” we again quickened our pace as we circled the lake to reach our awaiting van. I think everyone of us left yesterdays turkey dinner and pumpkin pie up on Cowans Mt. 
