M. R. Hyker's Latest Adventure
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12-08-07 - Bull Run Mountain Conservancy: It's hard to believe that the 3 to 5 inches of snow that the area received on Wednesday had all been washed away already. Furthermore, the predicted "mostly cloudy" day became a very sunny, mid-50s hiking day by the time we reached the ridge. I think the turnout was low because of the rain that morning and the terribly inaccurate forecast. Still Indiana Moser, Everybody Loves Raymond, Dimitri and myself had a great time. We started hiking about 10:20. Even with visiting all of the ruins, graveyards and other historical features we made pretty good time getting up to High Point. With all of the recent precip evaporating at a rapid rate the view was pretty hazy but still worth the hike up. On the way down we past our turn-off and hiked about 0.5 miles before I looked at my GPS and realized we had walked by the post. This would make the planned seven mile trip about 8 miles in length. No one in the group seemed to care. We finally got down off of the ridge and began our bushwhack to a nice break spot along Catlette Branch. I showed Dimitri where the Quarry Trail swerved around an old trash dump and the next thing we knew we were up on top of this mini-ridge. We decided to follow it to its end then hike the original bushwhack back to the main loop (instead of doing the usual out-and-back to the break spot). It worked out pretty good. Indiana and Raymond adopted a black lab along the way who was really into fetching the sticks they were throwing her. She followed us all the way back to the Mountain House. She's apparently done this before because as we drove away she immediately crossed the train tracks and headed up the trail that would take her home.
