M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
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12/26/05: Cat Rock/Cunningham Falls: We had a pretty nice turnout for the day after Christmas. I was joined by Indiana Moser, The Mad Hatter, BckPkr, Ted E. Bear, Cognac Jack, Ron, Karen, Heather and newcomers Will and Kate. The clouds kept growing more and more ominous but the most we experienced were a few snow flurries. The hike along Hunting Creek was pretty pleasant although that is probably where we experienced the most snow on the ground. We made good time climbing up to Cat Rock but we didn't linger long there. The wind was howling pretty good.
We proceeded out to Dave's Hill and took in both vistas. We had a very brief lunch there but ate away from the ledges to avoid the wind. Descending along the Catoctin Trail was a bit tricky since the trail was both rocky and slippery. The snow on the back side of the mountain hadn't melted yet. Still we all made it down without injury although there were several slips. We crossed Catoctin Hollow Road and followed a series of short trails to Cunningham Falls. The ford was a bit tricky since the water was higher then normal. Several of us ended up with wet feet. That wasn't too bad since we were less than 1.5 miles from our cars. 
We soon found ourselves hiking back along the Falls Nature Trail. All in all it was a pretty good day after Christmas hike
