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12-29-06: Kennedy Peak Loop – I had hiked this route with others about 1.5 years ago. These trips pre-dated my ownership of a GPS unit. Back then the best that I could estimate the distance at was about 9 miles. Tony of www.hikingupward.com got 8.5 miles on his trusty Garmin. The U.S.F.S. and PATC both had the mileage at over 10 miles. Other  hikers had contacted Tony and myself informing us that our mileage was incorrect. I and the others from both trips agreed that the hike “felt” much shorter than 10 miles, completing the circuit both times in a little over 4 hours, including a nice break at the top.

This time I had my Garmin Mapping 76C with me, bent on finally getting accurate mileage data. I was joined by Stacy (NO E), The Mad Hatter, Ping, Ted E. Bear, Tiny Dancer, Mark (new to the area and an all around nice guy), 16 Penny and Indiana Moser. We arrived at the trailhead by 10:40 and were hiking along Stephen’s Tr by 11:00. The first 3 miles were pretty fast and easy with Tiny Dancer leading the way. There was a short, steep climb up to the ridge but we all made it rather quickly. From there it was almost a bonsai charge to the old fire tower on the top of Kennedy Peak. We took a 20 minute lunch there enjoying the sun and 360 degree view. Ping got some nice shots of a valley with its floor covered in a haunting fog.
From there the rest of the trip was literally all down hill. One 2 mile stretch was a flat, wide and smooth woods road that leads out to RT675. We really burned up the trail there. Once we made the road it was an easy descent through a series of switchbacks to our awaiting van.

And the true mileage of the loop is 8.48 miles. That’s close enough to 8.5 for me!
