Saturday, July 3, 2004/ Piney Ridge/Thornton River loop: A scheduled Sierra Club 10 mile circuit hike utilizing Piney Ridge Trail, Fork Mt Trail, Hull School Trail, Thornton River Trail and the AT. 




More Photos! 

Andrew (Coca Cola Man), Lori (Sixteen Penny), Rachel, Judy, Ron, Danielle (Lil’ Mench), Don Ni (Shutter Bug) and myself hooked up with Allen and Mary at the Jeremy’s Run trailhead (Actually we ran into each other at Burger King in Warrenton!) and were headed into the woods around 10:30. The sky was clear but the haze was so thick the only possible view of the day was going to be a washout. We began a slow steady climb almost to the top of Piney Ridge using the AT. By the time we reached the Range View Cabin many of us were soaked from our sweat. We took a break and then headed down Piney Ridge Trail. Thankfully we had a thick canopy to keep the sun off of us. We stopped to pay our respects at the Dwyer Graveyard but a large hornet’s nest behind one of the gravestones shortened our stay. 
We quickly descended down Fork Mountain Trail and then Hull School Trail to Thornton River. The crossings that were a bit iffy a few months ago were now the easiest of rock hops. This was good for hiking but it also meant that the water falls Don, Betty and I found over the winter would not be there for us to enjoy at lunch. 
We arrived at the spot and climbed down the boulders to rest right in the river. It was a refreshing break even IF we had to share the spot with a gazillion millipedes. After all, I guess they were there first! 
After 30 minutes we were back on the trail. I was really surprised at the pace the group kept as we climbed out of the hollow to get back to the top of the Ridge and the AT. Once there, it was a brisk 2.2 mile walk back to the cars. By 4 o’clock we were sitting in the Mountainside Market re-hydrating and snacking away. 
More info on the Piney Ridge/Thornton River loop 

