M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure
September 11th, 2004/ Otter Creek Wilderness Backpack, MNF, WV: This was a scheduled Sierra Club/West Virginia Highlands Conservancy outing. I was joined by Coca-Cola Kid, The Chameleon, Music Man, The Technician, Water Bug, Dragon Breath and “The Gentlemen” … Stanford and Harvard. 

The weather for this outing was absolutely incredible. This area had been under a severe drought and my past couple of Monongahela outings boasted of tiny gutters in place of beautiful creeks and runs. Two days of continuous heavy rain put an end to that. Not only was Otter Creek flowing at a reasonable rate but all the nasty weather cleared out to give us three consecutive days of sunny high 70 degree weather with night time temps in the high 40s to low 50s. Fantastic hiking conditions!
Most of us had car camped at Stuart Recreation Area the night before. We hooked up with the Music Man at 9:00 A.M. as planned and proceeded up Mylius Trail. The morning fog had yet to burn off and protected us from the sun as we steady climbed up to Mylius Gap and then to the very top of Shaver’s Mountain. Just as we reached the first Red Spruce grove the mist melted away and rendered a beautiful day for hiking. I had planned for us to travel 9.5 miles the first day, arriving at Possession Camp on Otter Creek around 5:00. We reached the halfway point, the old shelter area, before 11:30. We were really ahead of schedule. This was supposed to be our lunch spot but we all decided it was too early to eat so we pushed on to the intersection of Green Mt Trail and Possession Camp Trail, a nice grassy opening in the woods surrounded by Red Spruce. We ate and laid around in the sun until almost one o’clock. We proceeded down Possession Camp Trail, walking through Red Spruce and Hemlock groves. I looked at my watch and estimated that we would reach camp by 3:30. I was wrong again! I was amazed as we reached camp way ahead of schedule … 2:30. We took our time setting up camp and spent the rest of the time visiting the falls and rapids in the immediate vicinity. We ate at our leisure. Some read. There was a semi-successful attempt at building a fire until someone suggested that a large damp log be placed on the mini-inferno. Needless to say all were tucked into their sleeping bags by 10:00. 

The next morning we ate and struck camp but left our backpacks there as we conducted a planned excursion to the confluence of Moore’s Run and Otter Creek. I think that is the prettiest stretch of creek in the entire Monongahela. We were back by 11:30. We took a brief break, slid back into our backpacks and sauntered up Otter Creek to our return route, Mylius Trail. Water Bug and Dragon Breath dropped off at that point, looking for one last swimming hole before returning home. The rest of us climbed up to the gap, took a 15 minute lunch break and proceeded down the mountain to our cars. All was said and done by 1:30. I was amazed at the brisk pace we maintained for the entire trip and for some reason it seemed almost effortless. I can only hope that the weather treats us the same for the upcoming Seneca Creek Backpack trip. 
For more details about this outing go to Otter Creek Backpack. 

